Attempted isolation of viruses from myasthenia gravis thymus.
A systematic study of thymus homogenates and cell suspensions from 13 patients with myasthenia gravis (MG) of recent onset, and 6 non-myasthenic controls, has failed to detect or isolate virus by cell culture with 'rescue techniques', electron microscopy, or intracerebral inoculation into neonatal mice. These results do not support the case for persistent viral infection in the thymus, and impose constraints on hypotheses of a viral aetiology of MG.